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Dana

The tapping at the door is so faint and
tentative it’s easy to pretend it’s not
happening. The words that follow are
whispered just as softly, but too audibly to
ignore. Mrs. Dana, good morning. It’s after
seven o'clock. The car is downstairs. Hello?
Brisk footfalls pad away. Dana has been
dressed and ready to leave for more than an
hour but is not yet prepared to face Marcella
who begins flipping on light switches and
emptying the dishwasher every morning at
six-thirty. Marcella is an excellent cook and
keeps the house in order, but it galls Dana
how patronizing she can be, often speaking to

her like she imagines someone addressine an
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