
If you have an older Kobo device, or the base Kobo Aura, you will need 
to use a computer to borrow and download books to your Kobo. This 
lesson focuses on that process. 

First, download Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) 3.0 to your computer. 
ADE 3.0 is able to read most digital book formats, like MOBI and EPUB. 
It will also help you upload eBooks to your Kobo device. Adobe provides 
a version for both Mac and Windows computers. It is also important 
that you use ADE version 3.0 instead of a different version in order for 
this process to work. 

 

Open ADE 3.0 and press CTRL+Shift+U for Windows, CMD+Shift+U for 
Mac. In the window that pops up, enter your Adobe ID and password 
if you have an Adobe account. If you don’t have one, click Create an 
Adobe ID. 

http://www.adobe.com/support/digitaleditions/downloads.html


 

A new tab will appear in your browser. Enter your name, email, a 
password, and your date of birth; then click the Sign Up button. 

 

Now, go back to ADE 3.0. Enter your email in the Adobe ID box and 
enter your password. Then click the Authorize button. 



 

Adobe will work its magic so that your installation of ADE 3.0 will be 
able to open EPUB books from OverDrive. When it’s done, click the OK 
button. 

 

Now, click the “Go To Overdrive” link in this tutorial, and then click 
the Sign In button.  



 

Once you’re signed in, find a title that interests you and click the 
borrow button. Then click the three-books icon to go to your shelf,... 

 

And click Download EPUB eBook. 



 

Double-click the downloaded file to open it in ADE 3.0. 

 

The book will automatically open in ADE 3.0’s reader, so click the 
Library button to go to your bookshelf. 



 

At this point, plug the Kobo into your computer using a microUSB 
cable and tap Connect on the Kobo screen. “KOBOeReader” will appear 
in the Devices section once connected. 

 

 



In order to read borrowed ebooks on your Kobo, it needs to be 
authorized with your Adobe ID. Click the gear icon next to “Devices” 
and select Authorize Device. 

 

In the window that pops up, click Authorize Device,... 



 

And then click OK. 



 

Now that your Kobo is authorized, click and drag the title from the 
bookshelf and release over the KOBOeReader device. 



 

Finally, now that the title is copied, safely eject your Kobo device… 

 

And start reading! 


